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languages or in mathematics, the path to the Uni-
versity will be as smooth as they can make it.

Head Masters, like other people, find that, while
they get their fair share both of credit and of abuse,
they are almost invariably bestowed on the wrong
occasions. The hardest things one has to do are not
of a nature to win applause, which comes in excessive
measure for performances which have cost little
effort. It works out very fairly on the whole: and
Herodotus was as wise as usual when he said that if
everyone put their grievances in the middle and were
offered the chance of an exchange, most people would
prefer to pick up their own particular bundle.

But to have been allowed to serve so great an
institution is in itself sufficient reward, and I should
be ungrateful indeed if my first thoughts were not of
generations of boys and masters among whom I
number some of the best of friends: of a very
delightful house in which to bring up a family, and
of countless kindnesses from young and old, which
took the bitterness out of any failures and overpaid
any success.

As I may seem, in my account of Shrewsbury
days, to have passed rather lightly over things educa-
tional, I will put in the forefront the educational
changes which were made in my time at Eton.

The first was a reorganization of the work of the